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OxiGINAL DeparTMENT. 


Communications. 


CASES OF THORACIC DISEASE, 
Showing extensive Pulmonary Lesions attended 
with but little Constitutional Derangement. 


By Avex. J. C. Skene, M.D., 


of Brooklyn. 


The variable effects which local lesions pro- 
duce on the general system renders diagnosti- 
cating difficult, and makes therapeutics far 
from an exact science. 

To judge of the extent of a local disease 
from the constitutional derangement which it 
produces, or to anticipate the effects which a 
well-understood local lesion may have on the 
general system, is not, by any means, a safe 
practice. Doubtless many errors in the treat- 
ment of disease also arise from an undue depen- 
dence on either general symptoms, or local 
lesions, without fully considering the relation 
which the one bears to the other. It is very 
true that we may be led to discover a local 
disease by the general symptoms, or by diagnos- 
ticating the former we may presume that the 
latter is caused by it, but we cannot measure 
the extent and severity of the one by a know- 
ledge of the other. Two persons may suffer from 
phthisis pulmonalis and the extent of lung invol- 
ved be the same in both cases, while one enjoys 
tolerable health, and the other suffers severe con- 
stitutional disturbance. The following case of 
phthisis illustrates one view of this subject as it 
shows that the constitutional symptoms would 
have given no idea of the extent of lung trouble. 

Pneumonia is another disease which has no 
definiteness in its attendant constitutional symp- 
toms, as the cases subjoined will show when we 
compare their clinical history withythat which 
the disease usually presents. It ig surprising 
how many cases of thoracic disease must have 
been overlooked, or but imperfectly understood 





when medical men,were entirely dependent on 
symptomatology for their diagnosis. Now that 
we are possessed of the means of physical explo- 
ration we can detect grave and important dis- 
eases which would otherwise escape our notice 
entirely. 


CasEI. Purtnists PutmMonatis. 


History. M. D., xt.31, had a cough for three 
years with expectoration most of that time. 
Never had hemoptysis. Has lost flesh and 
strength, and recently has had night sweats. 
She was employed as a house servant until the 
last four months, during which time she has been 
working in a tobacco manufactory. 

Present Condition. May 24th. The patient 
has an anemic appearance, has a cough and 
feels a want of breath on taking very active 
exercise. The appetite is good: the bowels are 
regular. The menses have been absent for 
several months. 

Examination of the Chest. There is well- 
marked contraction of the right side and ab- 
sence of motion during respiration, with dulsess 
on percussion most marked from the second 
intercostal space downward where there is 
almost flatness. The respiratory sounds are 
suppressed except at the apex of the lung where 
there is feeble broncho-vesicular respiration 
with mucous rales. At the second and third 
intercostal spaces there is an impulse felt re- 
sembling an exaggerated impulse of the apex- 
beat of the heart. The impulse of the apex-beat 
of the heart, is felt in its normal position. These 
physical signs give rise to the question whether 
the abnormal impulse on the right side be due 
to displacement of the heart or aneurism of the 
aorta. The heart might be pressed over these 
by the left lung being distended, or by fluid in 
the plural sac, but the left lung is normal and 
there is no pleuritic effusion. Adhesions from 
pleurisy on the right side might draw the heart 
over, or loss of lung tissue might permit the 
heart to fall to that side. Congenital deformity 
might be the cause of the cardiac dislocation. 
If the heart did occupy the right side, from 
whatever cause, there would be physical signs 
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AIO iste, 

Ordered an ounce of wine to be taken three 
times a day at meals. 

June 24th. The patient has been out in the 
country for some time, and though she has not 
improved much, yet she has lost nothing, for her 
strength is as good as when she was first ex. 
amined. 

There is a little more resonance (tympanitic) 
at the apex of the right lung and the mucons 
rales which were present at the first examinatioy 
are not to be heard now. There is bronchial 
respiration heard where at first it was broncho. 


that it was not in its normal position, but the 
heart sounds can be heard and the apex-beat 
can be seen and felt at the fifth intercostal 
space near the linea mammalis on the left side, 
showing that the impulse on the right must be 
due to some cause other than displacement of 
the heart. 

If there was ancurism present we would have 
some of the following segns: an impulse, a 
murmur, or thrill; circumscribed dulness on 
percussion and the presence of a tumor. Col- 
lateral signs: difference of the pulse on the two 
sides of the body, caused by the closure of! vesicular. From the fact that she has expecto. 
arteries which branch off from the aneurism; | rated more freely lately, and from the change 
contraction of the pupil of one eye caused by | in the physical signs at the apex of the right 
pressure on the sympathetic nerve; aphonia | side, it is likely that a portion of the tubercular 
from pressure on the recurrent laryngeal/ matter has been removed by softening and 
nerve; congestion of the head from pressure | expectoration. 
on the vena cava descendens; difficult deglu-| Prescribed 
tition from pressure on the cesophagus.| R Ferri pyrophosphatis, 
Of these signs there are only two of them Spr. frumenti, fSij. 
present in this case, viz.: an impulse and Aque, fZiij, M. 
dulness on percussion, which are not sufficient} A teaspoonful to be taken three times daily. 
to base a diagnosis upon; hence aneurism| Ordered a little wine or whisky to be taken 
and cardiac dislocation may be excluded. The | with the meals as before. 
pulsation on the right side might be due to| August 15th. The patient still works ten 
enlargement of the right auricle of the heart | hours a day and has not failed any, but has not 
caused by lesions of the tricuspid valves giving | improved. The physical signs on the right side 
rise to regurgitation. In such a case there | are about the same as before; the pulsation at 
would, almost certainly, be a murmur heard with | the second intercostal space is not quite so 
the first sound of the heart, but no such murmur | marked, owing, perhaps, to feebler action of the 
exists, therefore, that lesion may be excluded.| heart. There is dulness on percussion with 
Now the only remaining condition which is indi-| increased vocal resonance at the apex of the 
cated by the piysical sigus is that the atrophy | left side which would indicate that there was 
of the lung and contraction of the thorax brings | the commencement of tuberculous deposit there. 
the ascending aorta in contact with the walls.of| Continued the treatment. The patient has not 
the chest and renders its pulsations perceptible | been seen since. 
by palpation. On these grounds the case was Case II. Pyevuonza. 
diagnosticated phthisis pulmonalis involving the History. ©. C., wt., 7 years, was observed to 
loss of nearly all the right lung, and admitting hie te: Mibdaithe fer chant 6 ie 

: ; e in ill-health for about two weeks; her appe- 
the wall of the chest to come in contact with tite failed a little, and she: had slight fever 
me aoe. symptoms most marked in the afternoon. Occa- 
sionally she complained of pain in the right side 
of the chest, and she had a cough but nots 
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Treatment. Prescribed 
R Quinie et ferri citratis, 3ij. 


Aqua, Siij. M. 
A teaspoonful to be taken three times daily. 
Ordered good nutritious diet. 


Progress of the Case. June 11th. The patient 


severe one. The mother of the child stated that 
she had not considered her seriously ill, but a 
her symptoms had continued for some time she 
thought it necessary to have medical advice. 
Condition when examined on August 29th. 


states that she is not any better. She expecto- 
rates more. The physical signs of the chest 
disease are the same. 


The patient has an anemic appearance. The 


Prescribed 
BR Quinie sulph. 
Tr. ferri chlor. 
Aque, 
A teaspoonful three times daily. 


gr. xx. 
£3}. 
fZiij.  M. 





pulse is a little accelerated, but otherwise 
normal. The appetite is rather poor, the tongue 
bas a whitish coating, and its papilla are red 
and prominent. The bowels are regular. She 
has a slight dry cough and some dyspnea. By 
inspection of the chest it was observed that the 
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right side was distended and remained in a fixed 
position, not expanding and contracting with 
respiration. There was complete dulness on 
percussion over the right side with the sense of 
resistance increased. Auscultation revealed the 
presence of bronchial breathing, bronchophony 
and increased whispered resonance. The vesi- 
cular respiratory murmur was entirely sup- 
pressed on the right side. ‘There were no rales 
tobe heard. On the left side there was exag- 
gerated respiration. ‘The symptoms and the 
distension and dulness of the affected side 
indicated that the case was one of chronic 
pleurisy, for in that disease there is, occasion- 
ally, extensive pleuritic effusion without any very 
severe constitutional symptoms; but the phy- 
sical signs are marked by those of solidified 
lung. 

Being satisfied that the lesions present in- 
volved the lung tissue, it.then became a question 
what gave rise to the solidification. Pneumonia 
and tuberculosis were the two diseases sug- 
gested, but from the history of the case and the 
condition of the patient the latter affection was 
readily excluded. At the above date, when the 
patient was first seen, she walked to and from 
my office, a distance of about half a mile, and 
waited for about an hour to be admitted for an 
examination, without showing any marked indi- 
cations of fatigue. 

Treatment. Ordered the patient to be taken 
out of doors at least once a day when the 
weather was favorable, and to have light nutri- 
tious diet. Made the following prescription: 

R. Ferri pyrophosphatis, 3). 
Tr. calumbe, {Zss. 
» Aque, fZiv. M. 

A teaspoonful to be taken three times daily, 
an hour after meals, 


Progress of the Case. August 31st. The 
patient appeared to be stronger, and her appe- 
tite was better. There was broncho-vesicular 
respiration heard at the apex of the affected 
lung with subcrepitant rales, but neither of 
these signs were well-marked. At the middle 
and lower part of the right side the signs 
“obtained were the same as before. Continued 
the treatment, and ordered a drachm of spiritus 
frumenti three times daily between the hours 
when the tonic medicine was taken. 

September 9th. There was marked improve- 
ment in the patient’s general health; she was 
more lively, rested better at night, and suffered 
less from dyspnoea. There was normal resonance 
on percussion at the infra-clavicular region on 
" the right side. The vesicular murmur was also 
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audible at that point. At the lower part of 
that side the signs of solidification remained. 
Continued the treatment. 

September 12th.. The patient continued to 
improve. The vesicular murmur was heard and 
there was resonance on percussion as low down 
as the base of the middle lobe of the right lung. 
She had but very little cough and was able to 
take light exercise without suffering any great 
fatigue. Continued the treatment. 

September 14th. The normal sounds on per- 
cussion and auscultation were observed to be 
returning gradually at the lower part of the 
right side. September 19th. There was no 
indication of pulmonary disease remaining, ex- 
cept that the vesicular murmur was feeble at 
the infra-scapular region, and there was slight 
dulness at that point. The patient was con 
sidered recovered. 

About the first of October the patient was 
seen playing in the streets, and if a light bound- 
ing step, and a loud merry laugh can be taken 
in evidence, she had continued in health. 


Case III. Pnevumonta. 


History. K.M.C., et. 10 years, had enjoyed 
very good health the most part of her life. 
About the first of September she was taken ill 
with pain in the right side, and some symptoms 
of fever. She had also a slight cough which 
came on before the other symptoms, but it 
gave so very little trouble that it was only 
remembered when she was questioned on that 
subject. On.the third day of the month she 
was taken to a physician who ordered cod liver 
oil to be taken, and mustard cataplasms to be 
applied to the chest. 


Condition when brought to me September 
6th. The patient was able to walk » consider- 
able distance to the office on a rainy unpleasant 
day. She presented no very marked appearance 
of ill-health ; but she complained of dull pain in 
the right side of the chest, with dyspnea. The 
tongue was very much coated, and her appetite 
was poor and had been so for two or three days. 
The bowels were constipated. The pulse was 
accelerated, but not very full, and the skin was 


‘rather dry. 


On an examination of the chest being made, 
it was observed that the right lung was slightly 
distended and did not expand and contract so 
much as the left side during respiration. There 
was dulness on percussion over the whole of the 
right side, most marked at the lower part. 
There was increased vocal resonance observed 
by auscultation with very distinct whispered 
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resonance. Subcrepitant rales’ were heard at 
the infra-clavicular region, but they were not 
very well marked. On the left side the respi- 
ratory sounds were exaggerated. 


Treatment. Ordered nutritious diet with wine 
whey to be taken as a drink. Made the follow- 
ing prescriptions - 

R. Pil. cath. comp. No. 1, to be taken at night. 
BR, Tr. ferri chlor. f3ij. 
Quiniz sulph. gr. iv. 
Aque, fZij. M. 

A teaspoonful to be taken three times daily, 
commencing eighteen hours after taking the 
pill. 

Progress of the case. September 9th. The 
bowels are more regular, but the tongue is still 
coated, and the appetite is not much improved. 
There is less dulness at the apex of the affected 
lung, and broncho-vesicular respiration is per- 
ceptible at the same point. 

Prescribed 

R. Potasse bitart. 5j. 
Aque, Oj. M. 

A wine-glassful three times a day. 

September 12th. The patient is improved 
considerably. The bowels continue regular; the 
tongue is clean and the appetite is improved. 
The dulness on percussion has disappeared at 
the apex of the lung, and the respiratory mur- 
mur is nearly normal at the infra-clavicular 
region. The middle lobe of the lung appears to 
be clearing up; the dulness is less marked and 
there are crepitant rales heard behind and in 
front as low down as the lower lobe. 

Prescribed as follows: 

R. Tr. ferri chlor. 
Quiniz sulph. 
Aque, fZiij. 

Syr. simp. fZss. M. 

A teaspoonful to be taken three times daily 
an hour and a half after meals. 

Spr. frumenti f3j, to be taken with each meal. 

September 14th. The patient is gaining 
strength, but there is not much improvement in 
the condition of the lung since last visit. Her 
appetite is not so good as it has been. 

Prescribed 

R. Ferri pyrophosphatis, 3ss. 

Tr. calumbe, f3ss. 
Aque, fSiijss. M. 

A teaspoonful to be taken three times daily. 
The whisky to be continued as before. 

September 19th. There is still a little dulness 
with rude respiration at the lower part of the 
right side, but the patient’s appetite is better and 


f3ss. 
gr. vj.- 


[Vou XU, 
Pata naracr aria 
she is improved in every respect. Continued 
the same treatment. September 23d. The patient 
has completely recovered. November 8th. At 
this date the patient was in very good health, 

a 

Researches on the Medical Proprieties ang 

Applicstion of 
PROTOXIDE OF NITROGEN, NITROUS 

OXIDE OR LAUGHING GAS, 
By Grorce J. Zricrer, M.D., 
of Philadelphia. 
III,—Medicinal Proprieties and Applications of 
Protoxide of Nitrogen. 
Continued from p. 274. 

Instead, therefore, of resembling, nitrous oxide 
differs essentially both in constitution and pro. 
perties from the usual anesthetics, and is, in 
fact, directly antagonistic and antidotal thereto, 
its anesthetic effect being the result of a stimu- 
lant, and not of a sedative action.* 


Protoxide of nitrogen is thus not only superior 
in chemical constitution and the nature of its 
primary effects upon the economy, but also, in 
leaving a permanent feeling of general invigo- 
ration instead of that sedation always in a 
greater or less degree attending the action of 
ordinary anesthetics; and, moreover, in being 
in a large measure, unattended with that imme- 
diate or subsequent danger which render the 
latter, in the main, so objectionable. 


By thus unduly intensifying the general 
functions of life, and especially those of the 
brain and nervous system, protoxide of nitrogen 
overcomes systemic excitability. sufficiently to 
render the body insensible to, and the mind 
unconscious of impressions which would other- 
wise occasion pain and suffering. Although as 
before stated, this condition of body and mind is 
quite distinct from that caused by ether, chlo- 
roform and similar agents, it is yet in a measure 
attended with the same general results in the 
production of a state of insensibility sufficient in 
degree to admit of certain surgical manipulations 
without the usual concomitant pain. This state 
of anesthesia from nitrous oxide is usually, 
however, of very brief duration, terminating 
speedily and somewhat suddenly in a few 
moments, and is hence better adapted for slight 
and short than for large and protracted opera 
tions. 

With regard, therefore, to the relative rapidity, 
efficiency, permanency, eligibility, and safety of 
protoxide of nitrogen as an anesthetic. it may be 
stated that although it will frequently produce 
insensibility in from one to two minutes, yet it 
is somewhat uncertain and not very persistent, 





*. Vide ‘DenTaL Cosmos, vol. i., No. 12, and Boston Med. - 





and Surg. Jour., vol. xivii., No. 19, 
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lasting only about the same length of time 
unless it is continued by repeated inhalations, 
which may be effected but not with the same 
facility as with other agents. Hence notwith- 
standing anesthesia may often be thus more 
promptly induced, it is not, in general, so cer- 
tain, profound, or permanent as that from other 
anesthetics, and consequently its range of appli- 
cation is necessarily more limited for anesthetic 
purposes. Its eligibility is also much less, as by 
the present methods and gaseous form, it is much 
more difficult to procure and neither so conve- 
nient to handle or administer as other anzs- 
thetics, although this difficulty may probably be 
partially, if not wholly, overcome by it prepa- 
ration in a liquid state. In safety it appears to 
be greatly superior to other agents of the kind, 
for though not altogether devoid of danger as 
asserted by some, it is doubtless, much less in 
degree and mostly of an entirely different 
character from that of ordinary anesthetics. 
Besides it has the additional advantage of being 
exempt from the pungent odor, sickness of 
stomach, and other minor disagreeable concomi- 
tants of ether, chloroform and their analogues. 
hile, however, the physiological effects of 
protoxide of nitrogen are usually of a highly 
pleasurable and sanative character, it cannot, 
nevertheless, be indiscriminately employed with 
safety, for the artificial excitement of system 
rapidly engendered by its free administration 
may not only prove injurious by directly increas- 
ing the tendency to irritation, hemorrhage, and 
inflammation in the parts subjected to surgical 
mutilation, but may also develop latent patho- 
logical tendencies of a different as well as of a 
like character in other parts of the body, in 
persons with certain abnormal predispositions, 
tosuch a degree indeed, as to seriously injure 
health, if not absolutely endanger life itself. 

The precise character and particular manifes- 
tation of sugh tendencies will, of course, depend 
upon the special predisposition of the individual 
system acted upon, but they will necessarily be 
most likely to appear in certain definite parts of 
the body in accordance with the peculiarities of 
action of the disturbing agent—nitrous oxide 
having, as before stated, a marked preference 
for the blood, brain, nervous system, and genito- 
urinary organs. 

These brief observations will suffice to show 
the general character of the dangers to be 
apprehended from the undue or injudicious 
administration of nitrous oxide, yet as they 
may not be sufficiently definite for practical 
purposes, I will present a more detailed ,notice 
of these extraneous tendencies. 

Thus, for instance, the undue excitement 
o¢casioned by the free or inappropriate use of 
protoxide of nitrogen may produce both primary 
and secondary irritation, congestion, serous or 

morrhagic effusion, and inflammation in differ- 
eat parts of the body, and especially in the 
brain and kidneys. Besides, , principally . by 
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superoxidation and over-stimulation, it may 
cause excessive disintegration and undue waste 
as well as abnormal éxcitement of the system, 
even to destructive softening of the brain, 
nervous tissue, and other important structures? 
Furthermore, by unduly accelerating functional 
action it may give rise to rupture of the heart 
and blood-vessels, or disruption and other 
mechanical derangements of important parts of 
the organism. Moreover, through its powerful 
aphrodisiac effects it may intensify sexual desire 
to such a degree as to cause unpleasant expo- 
sure or even serious trouble. It is probable, 
also, that dangerous intoxication might some- 
times ensue from the chemical reactions of the 
elements of protoxide of nitrogen with those of 
the body and the consequent formation in excess 
of such compounds as carbonic acid, cyanogen, 
ammonia, urea, and other substances of the 
kind. 

In view, therefore, of the highly important, 
considerations for protecting the general health 
and insuring the safety of those subjected to its 
influence, as well as for the morality of the 
patient and reputation of the operator, nitrous 
oxide should always be administered with due 
care and precaution. 

Notwithstanding, however, these apparently 
serious objections to the free use of protoxide of 
nitrogen would seem to strongly militate against 
its general employment for anesthetic and other * 
purposes, yet they are materially diminished in 
force by the compensating fact, that it has, in 
some measure, the ability to counteract such 
tendencies, whether antecedent or consequent, 
through its material and dynamic power to 
aerate, depurate, and increase the plasticity of 
the blood, encourage healing by first intention, 
regulate innervation, circulation, nutrition, con- 
tractility, and other essential functions ; and, by 
its general systemic invigoration and highly 
sanative influence, to protect the living organism 
against any temporary or permanent injury. 
While in this way some of the dangerous ten- 
dencies of this agent are counteracted, it is, 
nevertheless, always necessary to bear in mind 
that such do exist and cannot even be slightly 
disregarded without peril, for evil may follow 
when least expected; hence an enlightened 
judgment and a judicious discrimination are 
constant prerequisites in the administration of 
nitrous oxide, in order to form a correct estimate 
of contraindicating circumstances, and guard 
against injurious results. 


Respecting the alleged deaths from the effects 
of protoxide of nitrogen ,taken for anzsthetic 
and other purposes, there is much doubt, for 
none of the reported cases appear to be suffi- 
ciently well marked to justify a positive record 
against this agent. From a special inquiry into 
the history and character of those noted, Mr. G. 
Q. Cotton, of New York, has arrived at the 
conclusion that in no single instance can the 
death be fairly attributed to the influence of 
nitrous oxide.* But a critical examination of 





* Dental Cosmos, vol. v., p. 490. ¢ Ibid. 
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the cases presented seem to disprove in some 
measure, this opinion, for notwithstanding it was 
found in one case that chloroform instead of 
nitrous oxide had been employed, and, there- 
fore, the latter had nothing to do with the death 
of the patient; in two other instances it was 
apparently somewhat at fault. Thus in the case 
pf{S. P. Sears, of New York, who died about 
two hours after its administration it is probable 
that it hastened death by promoting undue 
pulmonary congestion, if not, also, to some 
extent tubercular colliquation, the post-mortem 
disclosing the existence of intense hyperemia 
and great disorganization of the lungs with con- 
stitutional degeneration, the patient having been 
for some time seriously affected with consump- 
tion. The same principle applies in the case of 
Miss Bett, of St. Albans, Vt., who, it is stated 
by Dr. Gitman, of that place, “inhaled a small 
dose of the gas for sport (not for anesthetic 
purposes) with several others on Friday after- 
noon, January 29th; came out of it as well as 
any one ever does; attended a party the same 
evening; as well to all appearance as ever; full 
of life and frolic; was taken sick the next day 
(Saturday) and died on the Wednesday follow- 
ing.” This death is attributed to cerebro Spinal 
meningitis, and perhaps, justly so, yet it is quite 
probable that the excitant influence of nitrous 
oxide was injurious in so far as it promoted the 
disorder of the brain and spinal marrow, while 
the fulness of “life and frolic” so freely mani- 
fested after its use was both an immediate effect 
of its stimulus and a precursor of the fatal affec- 
tion, it being a well-known fact that increased 
functional activity is a primary and constant 
concomitant of inflammation. Hence it is more 
than likely that in this case also nitrous oxide 
was accessory to the death, even if it did no 
more than encourage an inflammatory tendency, 
and thus partially act as an exciting cause of 
derangement, the predisposition previously ex- 
isting, of course, to such a degree as to render 
the extraneous stimulus from this or any other 
agent absolutely dangerous. 

These cases serve, therefore, to exhibit the 
character of the danger to be apprehended from 
the inappropriate or inordinate use of protoxide 
of nitrogen, and if not entirely conclusive within 
themselves are still sufficiently impressive: to 
justify the preceding precautionary remarks, 
which it may be stated, were, in the main, pre- 
sented in the pages of the Dental Cosmos some 


time before they were reported. 

These precautionary remarks are not made 
with any Hepediiien to undervalue this remark- 
able agent or excite undue apprehension respect- 





ing the potency of its action upon the economy, 
but simply with a view to afford a correct 
exposition of its anwsthetic and other medica] 
properties, for no one has a higher appreciation 
of its intrinsic merits and valuable sanatiye 
effects than myself, yet it is proper that the 
truth should be known, to enable all to avoid 
the evil and obtain the good. 
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Hospital Reports. 


Puitapetpura Hospirat, 
November, 1864. 


Surcicat Cuinic or Dr. D. Hayes Acnew. 
Reported by W. H. Ford, M. D., Resident Physician. 
Ulcers. 

The treatment of ulcers has been the great 
opprobrium of the medical profession. This 
is due, in a measure, to indifference to or 
ignorance of the subject, on the part of practi- 
tioners. Ulcers form an interesting and impor- 
tant part of surgery. They are common affec- 
tions and demand more attention than they have 
received. The cause of this indifference and 
ignorance is probably due to the alarmingly au- 
merous varieties of ulcers with their extended 


and confused divisions and sub-divisions, which 
embarrass and complicate the subject. A simple 


| classification of ulcers is, the Healthy, the Un- 


healthy, and the Specific. This arrangement is 
comprehensive and intelligible, and will serve to 
divest the subject of its undeserved and per- 
plexing nosography. 

Ulceration is the molecular death of a part. 
In this action the histological components of 
tissue, or cells, are involved. A simple or 
healthy ulcer is a simple, healthy, granulating 
surface. A granulation or papilla is a portion 
of highly organized fibre, containing a certain 
number of cells, blood-vessels, and nerves. It 
secretes healthy pus. It is by granulations the 
breach of continuity of structure is filled up. 
When healthy, they do not rise above the level 
of the ulcer. When they do rise above the level 
of the surrounding parts, they are fungous and 
unhealthy, and constitute “proud flesh.” . A 
healthy ulcer has regular and smooth edges. Its 
surrounding parts are soft and pliable, and are 
a little above the natural color of the skin. 
Around the circumference is a thin white film 
which constitutes cicatrization. A healthy ul- 
cer is covered over with a moderate amount of 
pus, and when viewed obliquely, presents a glis- 
tening appearance. An unhealthy ulcer is char- 
acterized with unhealthy granulations, which 
may be fungous, supersensitive, and extremely 
vascular; or deficient in sensation, and covered 
over with a plastic lymph, and which fail to bleed 
when rudely touched. The indolent and slough- 
ing or phagedenic ulcers are forms of the un- 
healthy ulcer. 


Treatment. When an ulcer exists, the consti- 
tution will most generally be found implicated; 
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but too much stress has been laid upon consti- 
tutional treament. This of course should receive 
attention, but the local treatment is highly im- 

ortant. The proper treatment comprehends 
both. The best application to a simple, healthy 
ulcer is tepid water retained by a light dressing. 
Emollient and sedative lotions are useful. The 
parts should be kept in an easy, elevated posi- 
tion. 

Case 1. R. McM., et. 40, has an unhealthy or 
indolent ulcer situated just above the internal 
malleolus of the right leg—a very common posi- 
tion for an ulcer. Its edges are dry, tumid, and 
everted; and its bottom is covered bya dry, pul- 
taceous looking matter. The granulations are 
deficient. The tissues at the circumference of 
the ulcer present a glossy appearance, and are 
indurated on account of a deposit of lymph. To 
produce healing of the sore, this induration must 
be removed; and this may be accomplished by 
daily soaking the extremity in tepid water to 
which may be added bran, flaxseed, or slippery 
elm bark. After thus softening the parts, tinc- 
ture of iodine may be applied, or what is better. 
adhesive straps from the foot to the calf of the 
leg. The straps should cover only two-thirds 
of the circumference of the limb. The benefi- 
cial effects of strapping are due to pressure 
which produces absorption of lymph about the 
ulcer, and supports the blood-vessels of the part. 


Case 2. Eczema of the cicatricial surface of 
anulcer. In this case, though the ulcer has 
healed, there is pruritus, tenderness, and irrita- 
bility of the parts. The healed surface of the 
ulcer presents the glossy red appearance so com- 
mon to eczema simplex. This is often produced 
by the dressings. Eczema is a vesicular disease. 
The vesicles can be distinguished by a lens. 
Their contents become turbid, coagulate, and, 
adhere,producing scales which interfere with the 
consummation of the healing process, as in this 
case. An alterative ointment is the best appli- 
cation. The following is a sample, and will be 
prescribed for this patient. 

R Hydrarg. chlorid. mit., gr. xxv. 
Plumbi acetat., gr. viij. 
Unguent. adipis, 3}. 

Ol. amygdale amar., tt. ij. 
M 


8. Apply daily, after having first washed the 
parts with Castile soap and tepid water. 

Case 3. 
bleeds from the simple removal of the dress- 
ings. Its édges are everted, and its granula- 


An unhealthy irritable ulcer. It 


tions are tumid and sensitive. 
and ichorous. 

Treatment. Put the patient to bed, and apply 
soothing lotions, as, for example, an infusion of 
hops or of poppy capsules. When the irrita- 
bility has been removed, use a solution of the 
sulphate of copper, (gr. iij to the f3j.) 


Case 4. Sloughing ulcer. J. D., et. 40. Ad- 


The pus is thin 
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mitted a few days ago with two small ulcers on 
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the left extremity; one just below the patella, 
the other on the posterior lower part of the 
thigh. He has been addicted to bad habits, and 
probably on this account the ulcers began to 
slough, rapidly widening the breech, and threat- 
ening serious injury to the adjacent parts. 
Around these ulcers the tissues are hot and red 
from injection of the blood-vessels. There is 
also some cedema. They have foul bottoms, ir- 
regular edges, and a bloody sero-purulent dis- 
charge. In order to stop this phagedenic action 
we may use strong solutions of the sulphate of 
copper and of nitrate of silver, uitric acid, cre- 
asote, bromine, etc. Pure creasote when applied 
so as to come in contact with the surrounding 
sound tissue as well as with the base of the sore. 
is very efficacious. Bromine is a valuable means 
of arresting sloughing action. These articles 
make a certain impression upon the tissue, so as 
to restore healthy action, but we cannot tell how. 
Some apply the bromine diluted with an equal 
part of alcohol, but it acts better when applied 
pure. It is a painful application, and hence it is 
first proper to first etherize the patient. Witha 
scalpel or bistoury, scarify the edges and base 
of the ulcer, and thoroughly apply the pure bro- 
mine with a stick to all the parts, working it 
under.the sloughs. 

After this cauterization we will apply warm 
water to the ulcers, and a solution of the sulphite 
of soda to the surrounding tissues as they have 
an erysipelatous appearance. In four or five 
days the sloughs will be separated, and granila- 
tions will spring up from the base and margin of 
the sores. Internally, tonics and opiates will 
be administered. 


External and Internal Hemorrhoids. 

N, C., et. 30. This woman has been complain- 
ing for a long time of a trouble about the lower 
part of her rectum, which particularly annoys 
her during and after Gefecation, and for the re- 
lief of which she has come to the hospital. Upon 
examination we find, partly extruded from the 
anus, several reddish colored tumors, about the 
size of a hickory nut, which have their attach- 


ment just within the anus. These are internal 
hemorrhoids. There are also several small, hard, 
rounded tumors about the verge of the anus, 
partly covered with skin and partly with mucous 
membrane. There are, therefore, two kinds of 
hemorrhoids, namely; the external, and the in- 
ternal. Anexternal pile is always situated out- 
side of the sphincter ani muscle, at the verge of 
the anus. It is produced by an infiltration of 
blood into the connective tissue of the part, 
the effect of rupture of a hemorrhoidal vein. 
A clot is formed, which, if small, will be re- 
moved by absorption; if large, it becomes more 
permanent. The liquid portion of the blood will 
be removed, but its solid constituents remain, 
and in time become organized into a fibroid mass, 
An old external pile is, therefore, a fibroid tu- 
mor. The external piles in the case before us 
are of this character, and for their relief a sim- 
ple incision is made and the mass, which has but 
slight connections with the surrounding tissues, 
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is enucleated. Cold water is the only applica- 
tion necessary. This same treatment is applica- 
ble to all cases of external hemorrhoids. 


Internal Piles differ from external piles in 
their composition, situation, sequele, and treat- 
ment. They are tumors produced by a varicose 
‘condition of the small hemorrhoidal vessels, 
which freely anostamose with one another, and 
are situated in the sub-mucous cellular tissue 
encircling the lower extremity of the rectum. 
They are at first small, but may attain the size 
of a walnut. They are liable to hemorrhage ; 
sometimes from one of the veins, but most com- 
monly from the mucous membrane covering the 
tumors, which is generally injected with blood, 
and tumified. Situated just within the anus, 
when they become large they are protruded 
from the bowels during defecation, and are a 
cause of distressing suffering. 

Some of the sequel of internal piles are in- 
flammation, ulceration, and stricture of the mu- 
cous membrane of the rectum, prolapsus of the 
anus, etc. Violent tenesmus and stasis of blood 
in the hemorrhoidal veins, however induced, are 
prominent causes of this affection. 


Treatment. The treatment is palliative and 
radical. By the palliative treatment we seek to 
keep the bowels in a soluble condition by the use 
of mild laxatives, as the confection of senna, and 
honey and sulphyr administered at bed time. 
Cold water is the best local application. An injec- 
tion of cold water when costive, and rest in the 
recumbent posture for ten or fifteen minutes 
will be found most beneficial. 

The radical cure is effected by strangulating 
the tumor, either, 1, by the ligature: 2, by the 
canula and wire, or. 3, by the écraseur. ‘The 
ligature will be applied in the case before us, 
and to only one of the largest tumors. ‘The pa- 
tient etherized and placed on her side. The tu- 
mor is drawn down by a pair of forceps, and a 
needie armed with a double ligature of silk is 
passed through its base. The ligatures are tied 
firmly so as to cut off all vascular supply, and all 
but one are cut off close to the tumor. In four 
or five days the mass will be separated by ulcer- 
ation. Immediately after the operation an opi- 
ate enema will be administered to relieve pain 
-and lock up the bowels which have previouly 
been thoroughly moved. Cold water is the only 
local application required. Pysemia sometimes, 
but rarely, follows the ligation of hemorrhoidal 
tumors. 








EprrortaL DepartMENT. 


Periscope. 


Organic Substances Artificially Formed from 
Albumen, 


In the Proceedings of the Royal Society is 
detailed some experiments by Prof. ALrrep 
Smeg, in reference to the influence which oxy- 
gen and hydrogen gases exert upon albumen 
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when submitted to their action separately, 
at a temperature of 98° Farenheit, the usual 
temperature of the human body. He concludes 
that albumen under the action of oxygen, 
forms, after the lapse of a longer or shorter 
period, fibrin. The fibrin thus artificially pro. 
duced is of three distinct varieties, viz.: Ist, 


the granular form. 2d, a form allied to lymph 


incapable of being unravelled into fibrils. Lastly, 
the true fibrillated fibrin. The law which ap- 
pears to regulate the state into which the albn- 
men is converted, as far as my observation has 
gone, is one of molecular aggregation, similar to 
the electric deposit of metals, as the slower the 
fibrin is formed, the more organized it is in sub- 
stance. 

He observed that when fibrin is rapidly formed 
it is almost always produced in the granular 
state; this is particularly the case with fibrin 
formed from albumen by the decomposition of 
the water of its composition by voltaic means. 

Lymph is considered to be imperfectly formed 
fibrin, more highly developed than the preceding. 
or granular form. It is possible for this artifi- 
cially formed lymph, under favorable circum- 
stances, to assume a more organized appearance. 

He does not doubt that the fibrinous out- 
growths would have become larger and more 
developed if the experiment had been carried 
on for a sufficient length of time. In fact al- 
most all the fibrin formed round a platinum wire 
inserted into albumen is at first covered by out- 
growths of a soft structure. These outgrowths, 
at the earliest period of their formation, do not, 
under the microscope, present any appearance 
of fibrils. After the lapse of some time they 
appear to undergo condensation, and then to 
organize to such an extent that it would be dif- 
ficult at first sight to determine whether the 
substance might not be a portion of fibrous tis- 
sue. 

The alkalies, with the exception of ammonia, 
prevent entirely the formation of fibrin, Ammo- 
nia, although it does not retagd its formation, 
dissolves it after the lapse of a short time. The 
acids and absence of alkaline salts favor 
its formation. The opposite, however, is the 
case with the hydrogen products, as an alkaline 
state favors their production. 

The action of hydrogen on albumen, as far as 
my investigations have as yet proceeded, forms 
substances analogous to chondrin and mucin. 
The organic substances, chondrin and mucin, 
products formed in a living organism, are very 
nearly allied to one another, if not varieties of 
the same substance, differing only in their mode 
of aggregation and stages of development, and 
the amount of water in their composition. 

Of the exact mode in which hydrogen acts on 
albumen we are at present ignorant. In some 
experiments, one, and sometimes the other pro- 
duct was obtained, even when the same influ- 
ences were apparently acting on experiments 
conducted at the same time. 


Production of Bone. 
At the recent Medical Congress assembled 
at Lyons, the question as to the part performed 
in the growth of bone was discussed at length. 
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M. Oxxter, of Lyons, who has recently acquired | “commercial” poisons, he read notes of four in- 
great reputation on account of his researches | eresting cases, three of which terminated fatally. 
in this direction, together with M. Descrancaes, | The fourth ended in recovery, the notes of which 
of Paris, warmly supported the theory of the | are as follows: “In March last, I was called to 
activity of the periosteum in osseous production, | see a child who had taken poison by mistake. 
and asserted that no other tissues can do the/ Such I found to be the ease, and received the 
sume. M. Outer remarks that all bones may following particulars. The father, an electro- 


be reproduced, whatever their form. The con- plater, had weighed a drachm of cyanide of pot- 
C 4 /. ter, 2 yanide of pot 
dion of the general health of the patent | Eston for business purposes, ai having ds 


lnction tak ] : = on te solved it in a small quantity of water, and set it 
reproduction takes piace in man as wer. 1 | aside until it should be required, it was taken 
the lower animals, clinical facts being here in up by a child seven years of age, and swallowed 
accord with experimental facts; hence the ne- directly after a full meal. The child was imme- 
eessity of sub-periosteal excisions—much easier diately seized with convulsions, and soon be- 
and much more simple than resection by the old | came collapsed and rigid, the pulse at the wrist 
system. In a oo assertions, M. O1- being imperceptible, though a slight action of 
usr presented to the Congress numerous ana-| th. heart could be felt. The urgency of the case 
tomical specimens, the results of his different | qomanding prompt treatment, I resorted to the 
experiments. He showed, in cats, the radius | noans which were at my immediate disposal. I 
and thé peroneum reproduced in different parts poured down the throat castor oil, with hot 
where the periosteum had been preserved; . 


wane 1 ‘t had b brandy-and-water, and applied raw mustard with 
whereas they were wanting where it had been | ¢.i-ticn to the chest, stomach, and soles of the 
taken away. In one specimen, which excited 


| admirati ans fad feet, and cold water to the spine. I also adop- 
general admiration, the humerus of a dog Was | +t.q the Marshall Hall method for resuscitation. 
entirely reproduced with perfect regularity of 


be These combined, had.the effect of producing, 
a, M. A gunna apres ee _—~ | after twenty minutes, convulsive motions, which 
visible. He insisted ong om saniatenen which | Were followed immediately by profuse vomiting, 
should be attached to the influence of general | the — ery of undigested — — 

nae =r : 2860 ing strongly o e poisonous agent. Sma 
rgienic ¢ y sidering the suc- ‘ . “i 

bygien Poscsnnany Pane Mas vgn The oper- | doses of ammonia were then administered, and 
» onli 5° repeated at short intervals for four hours, after 


‘ , , which a dose of castor oil was given. The ap- 
At oe discussion, M. Me yom . Macon, | pearance and symptoms then presented by the 
Presented a young man, aged seventeen, ON | Child were such as to warrant the belief that all 


whom he had performed an eminently successful | ; 1 odiate danger was passed. The after-treat- 


ti is v ‘ { ° ° P ° 
operation. This young man had been affected) ont was simply of a stimulating tonic char- 


with a caries which occupied the whole epiphy-| acter, and at the end of a few days the child 
sis of the left tibia, together with condensing | perfectly sesosennd... She tecte of thie cane 
osteitis occupying a little more than the lower | 71, interesting. The full meal and the effect 


third of the diaphysis. M. org a made - in-| of the oil in shielding the coats of the sto 
eo the sing snared the petsteun mach preventing the ready abeorplin of the 
idied bet Bille to the beue:. then alin poison,the profuse vomiting, the general coun- 
hai wae 8 om 6 h re “J | ter-irritation, combined with the Marshall Hall 
chainsaw beneath the periosteum, he took off) pethod, furnished grounds for reflection. Mr. 


all the diseased portion of the bone, and disar-| ¢ vowert, concluded by quoting various author- 
ticulated the tibia at its lower extremity. Four | j:i05 on the subject.—Lancet. 


years have elapsed since that operation, and the 
patient now possesses a tibia entirely regenera- 
ted, of the same form and volumeas before. A A “Veteran” Surgeon. 


very slight longitudinal depression scarcely in- “ 3 
dicates the part where the incision had been Dr. AvexanpeR N. Doveuerty, of Newark, 


made. This new-formed tibia ends below with| N. J., Surgeon United States Volunteers and 
an ankle perfectly formed ; and the young man, | Medical Director of the Second Corps, has been 
Whose health is vigorous, can walk fifteen miles | -.jieyed and ordered to report to Gen. Hancock 


aday and dance during several hours without = eee 
auy fatigue. This brilliant success, which speaks at Washington. Surgeon Dovcnerty has been 


in favor of the sub-periosteal system, was salu- medical director of his corps since its organiza- 
ted by the Congress with general applause. tion, and has performed his duties in a manner 
to win the highest respect of all. 





Poisoning by Cyanide of Potassium, 
Ata late meeting of the Charing-cross Hos- The Mortality of London. 

pital Medical Society, Mr. Epwarp SanpwELL| It is stated that the mortality of London dur- 
read a paper on Poisoning by Cyanide of Potas-| ing the,latter months of 1864 was alarming, 
sium. After dwelling on the great increase of| reaching, during some weeks, as high as three 
Poisoning by this agent, and the necessity for | hundred and fifty in excess of the ordinary aver- 
the adoption of some stringent measures having | age mortality. Bronchitis was said to be the 
for their object the limitation of the sale of | prevailing and most fatal disease. 
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL, REPORTER. | ministration. This health bill does not, we 
/understand, interfere with the present City 


\Inspector’s Department. 
| We sin serely hope that there is virtue 
HEALTH INTERESTS OF NEW YORK (and independence enough in the New York 
CITY. Legislature to pass the bill despite the corrupt 
The ever-fruitful and vitally important subject | influences which will undoubtedly be brought to 
of the health of the City of New York is again | bear to defeat it. New York 18 a very paradise 
before the Legislature of that State. For years | for politicians, who have until recently, had 
the “ Metropolitan Health Bill” has, in some | things pretty much their own way, and that way, 
shape been before the legislature, and has, as| the country knows by bitter experience is not 
often been defeated, it has been claimed, by | the best way for the people. Two or three of 
bribery and corruption. Well may we exclaim, | the important City Departments are already out 
O, tempora, O, mores! if enactments of such | of the hands of the politicians, and we trust that 
importance to the lives, health, morals, and civil | the day is not far distant when this, the most 
economy of so vast and important a community. | important of the interests of New York, not to 


as that of the city of New York can be defeated | 84Y of the country, will be numbered gmong 
by the corrupt use of money. The solid men, | them ; for that city is the great Commercial Em. 


the tax-payers of New York have again and porium of the country, and influences, good and 
again urged the Legislature to give that city a evil pulsate from her as acentre to the extreme 
health bill such as its exigeneies demand. But ‘borders of our wide extended land. 

the interests and the arts of the politicians have | If there are any medical men in the New York 


PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 18, 1865. 


proved more potent with the Legislators than | Legislature, we trust that their influence and 
the general good of the people, consequently the | Votes will not be wanting in support of so im- 
old health laws remain; filth and abomination | portant and beneficent a measure, and when 
accumulate in the streets of New York, the| New York has taken the initiative in this 
death-rate increases year by year, until that | matter, we shall expect the other States to fall 


city, though possessing in an eminent degree all | into line, and pass similar enactments. 

the requisites for making it one of the healthiest, | oe 

is, in reality one of the most unhealthy cities in 

the world. Notes and Comments, 
The voice of the profession has long called for 


Treatment of Deformities. 

At the Turner’s Lane, United States Army 
Hospital in this city, are treated all kinds of de- 
formities, with which those in the service have be- 
come afflicted, either in consequence of wounds or 
other causes. Weare informed that Mr. Koxst, 
Surgical and Orthopeedic Instrument Maker, of 
this city, who has acquired an extensive reputa- 
tion for his ingenious appliances, has received 
official authority from the Surgeon-General’s 
office to supply such apparatus as may be re- 
quired for the treatment of deformities at the 
above-named hospital. 

There are about two hundred and fifty 
patients in the hospital, including orthopedic 
and nervous affections. Dr. Curistian is the 
Surgeon-in-eharge, and he has the able assist- 
ance of Drs. Morenovuse, Mircnett, Keen and 
others, of this city. . 


is now so apparent that the more intelligent 
portion of the community, those on whom the 
burdens of taxation mostly fall, demand that 
something be done. An excellent organization 
under the name of the Citizen’s Association 
has done a noble work during the past year in 
spreading information among the people by 
means of publications, addresses at public meet- 
ings, etc., as to the sad condition of the health 
of the city and the remedy. As a result there 
is now before the New York Legislature an 
excellent health bill with a pretty fair prospect 
not to say a reasonably certain one, of its pas- 
sage. It provides for a Health Commission 
composed of eight, viz.: the four Police Com- 
missioners, and four Physicians, who serve 
without pay. The Commission, which is to be 
composed of men of character and standing 
elevated out of the debasing atmosphere of 
politics has the appointment of chief health 


officers of the different districts, who must be Board of Inspection.9 


medical men—a very important item toward 





securing an intelligent and efficient health ad- 


A Board of Medical Officers, consisting of 
Surgeon A. Hecer, United States Army, Sur- 
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geon R. S. KENDERDINE, United States Volun- 
teers, and Assistant Surgeon Sauer A. Stor- 
gow, United States Army. has been appointed 
by the Medical Director of the Department of 
Pennsylvania, to visit the hospitals in the De- 
partment and report all men fit for duty for the 
Veteran Reserve Corps, and for discharge from 
the service. Assistant Surgeon S. A. Storrow, 
United States Army, is Recorder of the Board. 


The Officers’ Hospital in this City. 


The Officers’ Hospital has been.removed from 
Camac’s Woods to Twenty-fourth and Chestnut 
streets. The building has been thoroughly re- 
paired and fitted up for a hospital. About one 
hundred and fifty patients can be accommodated 
within its walls. Assistant Surgeon S. A. 
Srorrow, United States Army, is in charge of 
the hospital. 


Re-organization of the Medical Department of 
ithe Navy. ! 

A bill is before Congress for the re-organiza- 
tion of the Medical Department of the Navy. It 
gives increased rank and emolument to medical 
officers, a reform much needed. 


2s+Ore 


Correspondence. 


FOREIGN. 


LETTERS FROM Dr. W. N. COTE. 
Paris, Oct. 7, 1864. 
Bacteria, 

Professor Trart1, of Siena, lately sent a letter 
to the Academy of Sciences on the infusoria of 
the Bactertum species, which he distinguishes 
into two classes ; those which exist as parasites 
in the living body, and those which are developed 
in the dead carcass. MM. Lespiat and Par- 
LARD, by omitting to make this distinction, had 
been induced to question the accuracy of the 
observation made by MM. Davarne, Stenot, and 
Ticrt. Thus they had introduced into the living 
animal bacteriums taken from putrescent animal 
remains. M. Tiarr does not deny that there 
may be bacteria in such remains, but maintains 
that they are not the same as those he has found 
hm blood of men who had died of typhus 
ever. 


Relative Temperature of the Sexes. 
A late number of the London Review says, 
that the philosophers at Bath have been dis- 
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cussing a somewhat strange question. Th 
relative temperature of the two sexes. ARris- 
TOTLE attributed greater warmth to the male, 
but some who came after him disputed this 
position. Now, it seems, if Dr. Davy’s experi- 
ments are correct, that the Greek was right. 
Dr. Davy has recently made some observations, 
using a thermometer of great delicacy, and 
taking for the purpose of his experiments three 
men and three women all in good health. The 
temperature of the men varied between 99 and 
99}; that of the women between 97} and 98. 
Some discussion arose upon these statements, 
which gave the president of the section an 
opportunity of showing that science can be gal- 
lant as well as statistical. What difference of 
opinion there might be, he said, as to the accuracy 
of Dr. Davy’s conclusions, all would agree that 
if men were more warm-bodied than women, the 
women were the more warm-hearted. 


A Horse Banquet. 


A banquet is announced at Lyons under the 
auspices of Dr. Munaret and M. Guivoenr, a 
veterinary surgeon, at which the principal article 
of food is to be horse flesh. The organizers of 
the entertainment state that the use of that 
meat would bring into consumption more than 
forty millions of kilogrammes, which they con- 
sider ju8t as good as beef, more wholesome than 
pork, and three times cheaper than any butcher’s 
meat. The number of tickets is limited to one 
hundred and twenty, the price being fixed at ten 
francs each. ~ 


Bacteria in. Carbuncle, 

If the dispute on spontaneous generation has 
done nothing else, it has at all events been use- 
ful in calling the attention of medical men to the 
possibility of explaining the origin of various 
affections by the existence of microzoaria. This 
is especially the case with carbuncle, which for 
several months past has been the chief subject 
of discussion at the meetings of the Academy of 
Medicine, with the view of ascertaining whether 
it may arise spontaneously or only by the inocu- 
lation of a virus. Ina paper addressed to the 
Academy of Sciences, MM. Devarne and Rarns- 
BERT examine whether animalcules of the genus 
bacterium accompany the development of car- 
buncle or malignant pustule, supposing it to 
have been caused by inoculation, and in support 
of the affirmative they describe the following 
case, treated by Dr. Rainssert, at Chateudun, © 
where that affection appears to be of frequent 
occurrence. 

On the 14th of August last, a carter employed 
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in a farm-house where there was a flock of sheep | an asylum for the poor, and did not become g 
attacked with the rot, discovered a small pustule | general hospital till 1809. It numbers 620 beds, 
on one of his lower eyelids: On the 17th Dr.| The Lariboisere, the finest hospital in Paris, 
Raryssert, on being called in, found the whole pusal the Northern Railway Station, which is 
sidé of the face where the pimple was, consider- | called after Madame de Lariboisiére, a lady who 
ably swollen and inflamed. ‘The pimple was of | some years back, gave a large sum to the poor 
a yellow brown color, depressed, ahd about | of Paris, was founded in 1846, and has 432 beds, 
three milimetres in diameter, surrounded with | The Hépital St. Louis in the Rue Bichat, was 
an annulus of vesicles two millimetres in breadth, | established in 1607, and is confined to the treat. 
and an areola of other rudimentary vesicles.| ment of cutaneous disorders. The Hopital 
The centre of the pustule had not the appear- | Clinique, or clinical hospital, is intended for the 
ance of an eschar, but rather of a gangrenous | reception of cases of especial interest in a 
ecch¥mosis. The pustule was extirpated with a | medical or surgical point of view. It is situated 
bistoury and the wound cauterized with a red-/on the Place de l’Ecole de Médicine, right 
hot iron. The part carried off was sent to M. | opposite the medical school. The Hépital des 
Devaine to be examined, who found it peopled Enfants Malades, or Sick Children’s Hospital, 
with bacteria. To place the matter beyond a/149 Rue de Seines, dates from 1802. Sick 
doubt, a portion of the pustule was, on the | children from 2 to 15 years of age are received 
20th, introduced under the skin of a guinea-pig. | here. A well-furnished gymnasium and exten. 
On the 25th the animal died, and its blood, | sive gardens, present the little patients with 
examined with the microscope, was found to | abundant opportunities of healthful exercise and 
contain a vast number of bacteria. Whether | recreation. There are 698 beds, and the entries 
carbuncle produces bacteria, or is produced by 
them, is another question which the authors do 
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for a year amount to 4000. A branch of the 
hospital has been established at Berck, some 


not pretend to solve. 
Hospitals and Charitable Institutions in Paris. 


Before leaving Paris for Edinburgh, I think | 
it right to mention the principal establishments | 


in which this metropolis abounds, for the recep- 
tion and relief of the young, the aged, and the 
sick. Details on this subject may be of some 
use to the numerous members of the medical 
profession in America who visit this capital. 

In France charity is a mission with which the 
State charges itself. The charity of Paris is 


administered by the department of “Assistance 


Publique” which is under the control of the 
Prefect of the Seine. . The revenues of the 


| distance south of Boulogne. In order that the 
| hospitals may be provided with food and physic 


of the best qualities, special establishments have 
been created for the purpose. There is a large 
Boulangerie Centrale, Place Scipion, which 
manufactures the bread. A Boucherie Centrale, 
adjoining the abattoir of Villejuif, which sends 
| out every morning large quantities of meat. A 
| Cave Centrale, which supplies wine; and a 
| Pharmacie Centrale, which prepares the re- 
| quired drugs. 

In addition to the hospitals there are in Paris 
‘numerous hospices for the accommodation of 


! . “ss +d 
those whose age or infirmities render them in- 


Board are derived from legacies, donations, a| capable of supporting themselves. The largest 
tax of ten per cent. on the money taken at all | of these is the Salpetriére in the south side of 
the theatres, balls, and other places of amuse-| the city, a little way beyond the Jardin des 
ment, a tax on burials, the proceeds of the Monte | Plantes. It takes its name from a storehouse of 
de Piété (a government pawnbroking establish-| saltpetre which was erected here in 1503, and 


ment) and other sources; and amount to between | which, about the middle of the next century was 


two and three millions of dollars a year. The 
staff of the Assistance Publique is nearly 
2200, including 91 physicians, 42 surgeons, 18 
chemists, 222 pupils, etc. There are eight gene- 
ral hospitals, containing an aggregate number 
of 4161 beds, and seven special hospitals, de- 
voted each to the treatment of a particular class 
of maladies, with an aggregate of 2923 beds. 
Besides the Hotel Dieu and the Charité which I 
have mentioned in former letters, there is the 
Hospital of La Pitié, Rue Lacépéde, right by 
the Garden of Plants, and whiclwas originally 


transformed by Louis XIV. into a hospital for 
the poor, with whom the capital was then swarm 
| ing. This asylum is the largest, not only in 
Paris, but probably in the world. It extends 
over between seventy and eighty acres, and is 
quite a little city in itself. It is composed of 
forty-five different structures. Only old women 
suffering from infirmity of mind or body, are ad- 
mitted to the Salpetriére. The total number of 
inmates is about 4500, of whom 1500 are insane. 
The insane ward is, of course, separated from the 
rest of the asylum. Most of the inmates, inclu- 
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ke 

ding a large number even of the insane, pursue ;¢zon for promotion, and so entitled for periods 
: 7% i varying from six to eight months, and who, is 

some light employment, sewing being the most | V@tying ir i g ’ Wao, 

: . /not speedily submitted to the ordeal, will take 
popular. An immense number of sacks for the | rank below this newly-created band of one hun- 
army are made here. | dred passed assistant paymasters. 

The Bicétre is for old men what the Salpétriére | Members of the paymaster’s and surgeon's 
isfor women. It stands on elevated ground on | corps are the only staff officers often contrasted 
the south, overlooking Paris. Its name 18 @ in the Navy—as engineers are not entitled to 
corruption of Winchester, the bishop of that the ward-room below the grade of chief en- 
See, having, in 1290 built a mansion ” this | gineer—and assistant surgeons have most keenly 
spot. The present asylum was erected in 1692. felt the disproportionate promotion in the two 
It contains 3589 beds, of which 900 are assigned | ranks, arising from the fact of one so iargely 
to the insane. All who are capable of doing any- | Outnumbering the other. This is exemplified in 
thing are obliged to spend three hours a day in | the last naval register, where it will be seen that 

5 ‘ ee h ue - | the original entry into the service of the last 
the workshop, where tailoring, shoemaking, and | twenty-five paymasters ranking with lieutenant- 
other crafts are carried on. There are also a| commander was later, in every case, than that 


bleaching-green and a little farm, on which the | of twenty-six assistant surgeons of the first class 
| of 1861, and later than the entrance of several 


7 ee a a bl | members of the second class of the same year. 
There are a couple of Hospices des Incurables, | ne members of the former class have been pro- 


one for men, in the Rue Popincourt, and the | moted to the rank of passed assistant within the 
other for women, in the Rue de Sévres. | last year, but will not probably become full sur- 


The Asile de Vincennes, adjoining the forest | £008 for a number of years to come. The last 
| class is still unpromoted, as before stated. 


; A a 
of that name, receives, when in a state of con-| I speak for my corps when I earnestly,call 
valescence, any who have met with accidents | the attention of the Naval Committee and Con- 
when engaged in public works within the depart-| gress to the recommendations of the Chief of 
ment, inmates of the Parisian Hospital, and per- the Bureau of Medicine = ei 
: : ag F spare t SSISTANT SURGEON. 

sons whose maintenance in the asylum is paid | Norrotx, Va., January 24th, 1865. 

for, either by themselves or any friendly society | 


insane are employed. 


Army and Navy Journal. 
which subscribes to the institution. It was 
opened in 1857, and receives on the average 
5000 inmates a year. 


W. N. Corte. 


News and M iscellany. 


Surgeons in the Navy. 

Sm:—The recent report of the Chief of the 
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery contained a 
recommendation, endorsed by the Secretary of 
the Navy, that the pay and commission of the 
surgical corps of the Navy should be made more 
desirable than at present, it being almost impos- 
sible to procure the requisite number of medical 
officers for the service. The present session of 
Congress is now near its close, and nothing has 
been done in the matter, nor has any disposition 
to act been manifested. 

The pay department of the Navy has, how- 
ever, been more fortunate. A bill has passed 
one House, almost without opposition, reorgan- 
izing their corps, providing for the grade of 
passed assistant paymaster, and the immediate 
promotion of one hundred acting assistant pay- 
masters to the new grade. While this is about 
becoming a law, and these officers in all probability 
are soon to be promoted, there are at least s¢xty 


regular assistant surgeons entztled to examzna- ' 


Vaso-MotorNerves, 

| The discovery of the vaso-motor nerves is of 
| recent date. In 1852,M. Bernarp showed that 
after section of the cervical portion of the sym- 
pathetic, the temperature on the side injured 
was increased. Dr. Browy-Srquarp  subse- 
quently proved that the increase of heat was the 
direct consequence of dilatation of the blood- 
vessels and of the increased flow of blood into 
them. Thus it was shown that certain nerves 
preside over the contraction of the arteries, 


and on this fact Dr. Brown-Sequarp founded 
his theory of reflex paralysis.. It is stated by the 
British Medical Journal that the Academy of 
Sciences has also lately rewarded M. Couen for 
his researches into vaso-motor neuroses. M. 
Poxtevez, in a thesis, has lately given a com- 
plete résumé of the whole subject. The theory 
of the vaso-motor nerves is, as he says, a doc- 
trine pregnant with important results; destined 
to revolutionizé the practice of medicine. ‘Thus 
for example, the febrile state, heretofore sup- 
posed to be a state of excitation, is by this the- 
ory shown to be a state of weakness. The hot 
and red skin is produced by relaxation of the 
blood-vessels, just as it is produced after division 
of the sympathetic. Paralysis of the vaso-motor 
nerves produces congestion, their excitation re- 
moves it, and their destruction determines sup- 
puration. In these facts we have a physiologi- 
cal and modern key to the character of inflam- 
mation. 
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Excision of Nerves for the Relief of Neuralgia. DIED. 


The Chicago Medical Examiner contains the qonzz>—In this city, on the 12th instant, of pneumonia, 

> , : i m. M. Bree . D. 
report of f rofessor E. ANDREWS to the Medical Dr. Breed was, early in the Rebellion, appointed Surgeon 
Society of the State of Illinois in reference to the | of Volunteers, and was for some time ‘connected with the 
exsection of portions of the trunk of nerves for fone Hegtete at ee ont Buttonwood and Sixteenth and 
e Ande ° . ert. er leaving the latter institation he resigned }j 
the relief of inveterate neuralgia which had defied position in the service and retired to private he De 


the usual remedies administered in such cases. | Breed was widely known in this city, and was highly respee. 
In the Mercy Hospital he has known cases of py fo le eae 
ten years duration treated with the most grati- Jackson.—At Chattanooga, Tenn., Jan. 17th, Robert M8, 
fying success. : Jackson, M.D., Medical Inspector, 3d Army Corps and Act'g 
In one case the myeloid branch of the inferior | Miley Tiss wes an eathesiootic souneainesr, and belies 
dental nerve, which has been commonly sup- | that in the ; i ae aa 
pure air of the Alleghenies the enervated and list. 
posed ito be a motor nerve, was the seat of posed ow yo vagy ane lowtante would find health, 
: ;¢ | Strength and energy. With this view, he some years since 
trouble, and the removal of half an inch of it established a Sanitarium at Cresson, near the summit of the 
effected a cure, we _ : _ at least in Allegheny mountains, in this State, which has become a very 
7 r r q ratio popniar place of summer resort. 
part, S sensory unction b . et the - As a scientific man he had few superiors in Pennsylvania. 
it 18 important to remem er a e cause He was thoroughly versed in all departments of science, and 
of the neuralgia is situated, not where the pain | asa geologist and botanist was specially distinguished. He 
* ‘ . was a member o e Pennsylvania Geological Commissio 
th ce hed m4 < & foramen, qo al _— of which Professor Rogers was chief, and very much of the 
nrough whic e nerve passes, and In WHICH | results of that survey are due to the skill and industry of Dr, 
the trunk of it is compressed by organic changes. | Jackson. He wars member of the American Philonpbial 
The nerve, therefore, must be cut on the prowz- | stitutions ‘ - 


mal side of such constrictions. For instance,|  Jonxs—In New York on Thursday, Feb. 9th, Dr. Cyrus 
the inferior dental must be cut by trephining | Johns, in the 54th year of his age. 
the ramus of the jaw, and reaching it before it | | Ss:T#.—Io New York on Thursday, Feb. 9th, John Augus- 


i" . s 1 tine Smith, M.D., in the 84th year of his age. 

enters the bone. The direction of Gross to cut | “The Trustees and Faculty of the College of Physicians and 

such nerves just at their exit from their foramina | Surgeons, the members of the Academy of Medicine, and the 

is proved by experience to be utterly inefficient. | members of the Lyceum of Natural History, attended the 
3 . . = eTai. 

It is only in a few terrible and unusual cases of sciemntameatighilpaniiones 


neuralgia, that the resections should be prac- ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


ticed. 
Dr. J. G. L., Churchtown, Pa.—Wilson’s Anatomy, sent by 
toe mail on the 7th inst. 
; Dr. T. M., Attica, Ind.—Graefe’s Optometer, sent by mail 
on the J] 1th inst. 
Army and Navy News. Dr. A. G. W., Pittsburg, Pa.—Ashton on Rectum and Ants, 
sent by mail on 7th. 
Dr. A. L. C., Conyngham, Pa.—Bauers’ Orthopedic Sur- 
gery, sept by mail on 10th.» 
ARMY. — - A, H., Perrysburg, Ohio.—Bartholow's Manual, sent 
on 10th. 
CorreEcTIon.—We were in error, in stating in a recent num- Dr. J. H. R., Washington, D. C.—DaCosta’s Medical Diag- 
ber that CHANDLER B. Braman, lately honorably discharged | nosis, sent by mail on 10th. , 
as Hospital Steward, U. S. A., had been appointed Act’g Ass’t 
——. in _—_ of — at oe ( Mass.) ee. 
r. BRAMAN is not now in the service. Our error consiste 
a —_ er An a Isaac G. Braman, M.D., METEOROLOGY. 
who is in charge of said hospital, ~ 
TRANSFER.—Act’g Ass’t Surgeon Lewis Fassitt, U. S. A., wencamy. | ©. | 7, |_8, _S | 40, | Ui Rend 
has been relieved from duty at the Filbert Street Hospital, | Wind.......... | N. IN. EIN. W.N. W.N. W.IN. WN. B 
and ordered to report to Ass’t Surgeon S. A. Storrow, for ( j | | 
duty at the Officers’ Hospital. Weather ...J Clear. Snow, |Clear. Clear. Cl’dy. |Clear. Snow. 
REMOVAL oF SENTENCE.—We are pleased to announce that i Rain. | | 8i 
the severe sentence published in the Reporter of January | 
2ist, ayainst Dr. J. H. Toompson, Surgeon of the 124th New | Depth Rain... 
York Volunteers, has been reviewed, and found to do injus- 
tice to that gentleman, and that it has been reversed and Dr. 
TsompPson reappointed. The charges were founded, we un- 
derstand, not on anything connected with his professional 
duties, but on some military punctilio, and great injustice 
seems to have been done him. Dr. THompson has rejoined 
his regiment. 
ConFIRMED.—The United States Senate has confirmed the 
nomination of Col. J. K. Barnes as Surgeon-General and 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U.S. A. L 
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Batpwix—Gray.—In St. James’ Church, Kingsessing, on | _ Subscribers having any of the following numbers to spare, 
Teavehen erating, Feb. 9th, 1965, by Rev. C. ‘A Maison’ Dr, | Will confer a favor, and likewise be credited on their running 
Lonis R. Baldwin and Miss Sallie B. Gray, both of West (’hil- subscriptions, with such as they may return us. 
adelphia, Pa. . vary’ MH oad ry ™ a0 Feb; 61 
Crrssox—Consox.—By Friends’ ceremony, on the morning| «yj. Nos’18 19, Aug 3,10, ®1. 


of the 8th instant, at the residence of the bride’s father, Wm. . 
L. Cresson, of Norristown, and Tacy F., second daughter of Vibes 7 ef, to hiareh z — 9, "61; Nos. 10 to 
-~ Hiram Corson, of Whitemarsh Township, Montgomery VIII. Nos. 17, 18, 19. 22, 23, July 26, Aug. 2, 9, 30, Sept. 
ounty, Pa. 6, 62. i 

Francis—La Rocnz.—On Tuesday, Feb. 7th, at St. Mark’s IX. Nos. 6,7, 8, 13 & 14,17 & 18, Nov. 8, 15, 22, 62, 
Church, Philadelphia, by Rev. E. A. Washburne, Dr. V. Mott - Dec. 27, 62, & Jan. 3, 63, Jan. 34 & 31, '63. 
Francis, of New York, and Miss Anna Mercer La (Roche, XI. Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 11, 21, Jan. 2, 16, 28, 30, Feb. 
daughter of Dr. René La Roche, of Philadelphia, 13, March 12, May 21, ’64. 








